Introduction
In spite of the extraordinary development of computers and computer-assisted analytical instrumentation there is still a widespread use of chart-recorders to record analytical data. In a brief survey of leading journals in analytical chemistry published during 1986 we observed that chart-recorders were used in over 40% of the papers with high performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) applications and in over 80% of the papers using flow-injection analysis (FIA). This is surprising given the limited data-handling facilities of chart-recorders, the time-consuming and manual nature 
